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BECERRIL FAMILY INTERVIEW

JULY 10, 2017 - by Michelle Aguilar

This baffling club we all belong to of having a child we love with special
health care needs and/or disability can sometimes seem isolating. Sit back
and enjoy this story of a few fellow courageous and triumphant souls from
the Becerril Family.

Beatriz welcomed me in to her home to interview her. Sitting next to Alexis,
her son, on the couch, we began the dance of facing each other to
speak and waiting for Ysabel to clarify the words exchanged. Alexis Uriel
Becerril was born June 13, 2004. He loves Mexican music with a thump
thump, and has been known to happily vocalize as his Father dances with
him in his arms. Alexis fracks and follows brilliant colors and works with his
vision specialist enjoying the contrasts of Red and Black.

If you want to make Alexis smile or laugh, tickling, singing, or whistling is the
best route. He loves to hear dogs bark and experience deep down
resonant sounds like the base of a man's voice or the bass beat to music.
Though non-verbal, Alexis makes his mood and emotion known. For those
that might be unfamiliar with this particular challenge, Think of how young
children you know express themselves in their early years. Words are not
necessary to determine if he/she is angry, hungry, bored, needing
reassurance, etc. Similarly, Alexis vocalizes his thoughts and feelings.
Happily, Beatriz could not think of a time that Alexis has been angry; only
uncomfortable in times of need.

If a fairy godmother were to grant her one wish. Beatriz wishes that Alexis'
potential knew no limits. That all of us could experience or achieve what
we wish to. The biggest challenge for Beatriz is when Alexis gets sick and

the doctors cannot find anything wrong. That last sentence needs to be
reread. Itis a horrible feeling to know your child needs help, is asking for

help, but the cause of their distress cannot be found.

All of us possess strengths, weaknesses, abilities and inclinations, wherein
some things come very easily to us and some things are very difficult. |
asked Beatriz what was easy for her. We laughed as she took a moment
to search for an answer to that question. Her answer was that in spending
multiple fimes in the hospital with Alexis, Alfredo and Beatriz have seen
many sad heartbreaking stories. She said that, in comparison to others,
their lives are 'easy’. We chuckled in the knowledge that we families loving
and advocating for persons with disability seem to consider our peer
families as having it somehow harder than ourselves. Wisely, Beatriz said
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

8 P2P Hispanic Support Group
20 Senior P2P Dinner (China Buffet)
30 WWVDN ABILITY WALK & ROLL

OCTOBER
7 P2P Columbia Co. Meet/Greet
13 P2P Hispanic Support Group
18 Senior P2P Dinner (Chiquillas)
21 P2P Fall Workshop 10:00-2:00 p.m.
31 P2P Halloween/Harvest Carnival
NOVEMBER

P2P Legislative Tea (TBA)
10 P2P Hispanic Support Group
15 Senior P2P Dinner (TBA)
DECEMBER

6 P2P Holiday Open House
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(continued from page 1...)

that she would not change anything, has no regrets, and that her family's
specific challenges have helped her gain knowledge. She sees the gift,
and resists seeing through a negative lens. Beatriz’ determination to live life
happily includes self care in the form of working out with friends in a fun
and supportive environment downtown at Laura Anguelo's gym, among
other things. She recalled a fime when her husband's healthcare needs
and her son's healthcare needs were simultaneously critical. She told her
husband that she was not going to go to the gym one day, and recalls
when Alfredo, knowing the challenge, and loving his wife, insisted that she
needed to go now more than ever.

Alexis' immediate family includes his father, Alfredo, his mother Beatriz, and
his 6 year old sister, Josenid. Josenid likes to experience Alexis' red vest, an
apparatus that aides in keeping Alexis' lungs clear, with him. Proudly and
prominently displayed, was a beautiful picture of the Becerril family. Alexis
smiled broadly in if.

As the interview came to a close, | expressed to Beatriz that sometimes
interviewers do not know the questions to ask, and asked her if there was
anything she wished to add. Her thoughts went to happy moments with
Alexis. He is cherished and included, loved and spoken to typically by his
extended family. Alexis screamed with glee when enjoying Independence
Day festivities this year. He has brought light and love to his family and
friends, and enjoys going just about everywhere with his family.

Allowing me to video the moment, Beatriz demonstrated how she makes
Alexis smile and laugh. He was quick to do so, and the love present
between them was palpable. The video can be seen on the WW P2P
Facebook page.

IN THE COMMUNITY

FALL WORKSHOPS IN DAYTON AND WALLA WALLA COUNTY

OCTOBER 7 10:00-12:30, DAYTON / OCTOBER 21 10:00-2:00, WW

Save the Date to attend Fall Workshops scheduled in October for both
Columbia County and Walla Walla County families with children with
disabilities. Join us as we learn more about:

e The Able Account

¢ Developmental Disabilities Endowment Trust Fund
e Parent/Caregiver Self-care

e Working with Schools on functional IEP’s

Lunch will be provided (soup/salad) and tfime will be given to address any
qguestions families may have to help their child succeed. Check Facebook for
updates and more information.

SAVE THE DATE — SEPTEMBER 30
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SEPTEMBER 30, 2017
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Eastgate Lyons Park, WW
(behind Kmart, 2140 Tacoma St.)

Join individuals with disabilities
and those that love them as we
walk and roll along Mill Creek to
Tausick Way and back (1 mile).

Lunch, medal/collectible pin and
activities (Raffle) are included
as part of registration —
$10/person
Register on-line: www.wwvdn.org
Form a feam? Learn more at the
TEAM CAPTAIN’s MEETING
5:30 - 6:00pm,

Thursday August 24, Fieldhouse
(1629 Evergreen St.).

(see 2016 Ability Walk pictures below)
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Parent to Parent Coordinators
Michelle Aguilar, (872)701-0007
E-mail: p2p@wwvdn.org
Ysabel Fuentes, (509)525-9435
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Executive Director
Cyndy Knight, (509)386-2356
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